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Speech by Hon Janat  Mukwaya, Minister  of  Tourism, 
Trade  and Industry  at  the  Forum  in San Domenico 

Palace Hotel in Tao mina (Messina) 
Sicily, Italy-October 2nd-3rd2008. 

 
Hon  Ministers, Directors and  Commissioners, 
Distinguished  Guests 
Ladies and  Gentlemen 
 
It gives  me  great  pleasure  today, to  be  here  in  Italy  to  speak 
to  you   colleagues  on the common topic  of tourism in my  
country   Uganda,  the  pearl  of  Africa, but  more specifically  
about  the  promotion of  cultural tourism .  
 
Cultural heritage tourism belongs to the peoples’  history ,  
landscape  and   the  ways of  life  including language, beliefs, 
cuisine, dress, customs and architecture. 
 
Because  Uganda is  ‘the  pearl of  Africa’, our Tourism  industry  
has  been largely    based on  wild  life  and  scenic  beauty,  it  has  
not  concentrated much on the cultural  richness  and  diversity  
offered.  It  is  now evident  that  the  tourists  both  domestic and  
international appreciate a  didactic  approach to travel  and  enjoy  
coming  back  from  a journey  having learnt  something  about  the  
people. This  gives  a  great opportunity  for  us  to diversify  
tourism product  by developing   the  cultural product  along  side 
the already existing   nature  based tourism  
 
Fortunately our Tourism  Policy of  2005  sets  out  objectives  for 
the  development  of  Tourism  including  Cultural  Tourism, 
 

 Tourism based  on  Ugandas’ rich  culture  and  history and  
on the  diverse  traditions and  hospitality  of  the  people. 

 Cultural attractions such as historical  sites, monuments, 
museums, theatres, and  performance  arts  for  tourism. 



  the  diversity of  cultures, traditions and  ceremonies and 
encourage  a Ugandan identity and cultural pride. 

 handicrafts to show  Ugandan   culture as well as 
  being a provider of rural economic benefit sharing. 

 
Ladies  and  gentlemen ,  the  demand  for  cultural  heritage  is  
increasing, therefore  access  and promotion of  it  is being taken  
care  of  at  all  fronts   for  our tourist to come ,experience  and  
enjoy it as part of their itinerary.Thus  a number  of  plans and 
progress in  its  promotion has  been  made in the  area of  the  
cultural tourism.    
 
A national  site  register to map  out  sites and  necessary facilities 
is  being    compiled,   which  will  certainly be  an  important  
achievement in the  planning  and  transforming  our  heritage into  
a better tourism product. Among the  heritage  sites  is the  Kasubi 
Royal Tombs  a world  heritage site, a series  of Earthworks, Rock  
art paintings,  Historical  forts, Sacred  sites with cultural values 
and attachments, archaeological, religious and  palaeontological  
sites. In addition  to these intangible elements associated with sites 
are dance, drama and  folklore. 
 
The ministry has  further embarked on a sensitization and  
promotional program of the  cultural  assets nation  wide in  order   
to initiate  regional and  community  museums development.  
Community tourism can be  used as  a  tool to  conserve cultures 
and  heritage  sites, improve  livelihoods  and encourage cultural 
renewal, generate the  resources and  incentives to  conserve 
important  heritage  assets and  reduce  poverty in communities.  
 
We are  to  lay  emphasis on the  heritage  trails ,  in which  the 
selected sites and the  communities  around them are mobilized to 
form  associations which will be  responsible  for  their  
establishment and  management.  Apart  from  creating  product  
groups like  craft  makers,  black  smiths, and  gardeners , they will  
form  cultural  troupes to  entertain visitors at  the   sites ,a 
community tourism concept. 



 
Individual  entrepreneurs, particularly  marginalized  groups  such 
as  women, the  disabled  and the  communities  who will offer  the  
guiding, make the  products  for  sale, maintain the  sites, manage 
and  accrue  tourism  benefits. This  will give  a  dramatic  change 
because  we  will be  linking  communities   into  the tourism 
market, we  have  to  realize  how our culture and  heritage assets 
can help  the communities  to  develop.. 
 
 As of now close  partnership is  being  realized  with community  
tourism associations, and  community  museum  initiatives. 
Links  have  been established with local  governments and  
traditional  leaders, and the representatives  have  participated  in  
market  research  and  the inventory  exercise.  
 
One  key  issue to  be  addressed  in sustainable cultural tourism 
development  is  the  management  of  visitor impacts,  overuse ‘ 
underused, or inappropriate use  are  all symptoms  of  growing   
use  of  heritage  assets. 
 
We plan to  build capacity and  training on  project communities 
and  institutions, tour  agencies etc, to support  and  manage the  
cultural  assets,  the  trails will  be  packaged as  tourism attractions 
to  promote  cultural  tourism.    Artists, crafts  people, and  other  
living human treasures will be  given  official  recognition. Which  
will  motivate them transfer their  knowledge and  skill   to  future 
generations.   This  could  be  done  to  ensure  continuity  of  the  
great  chain  of  social  well  being.  Thus   keep  the traditions  
alive. 
 
I  therefore  encourage development partners,(tour  operators,  
NGO, Donors,  ministries) willing  to  work with  the Uganda  
Government in  fostering  tourism  to  come  forward  to  work  
with  us in the development  of  cultural  tourism to  compliment  
the  natural  sector  for the sake  of humanity. 
 


