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INTRODUCTION
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INCREASED
RECOGNITION

OF IMPORTANCE
OF CORPORATE

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR SUSTAINABLE AND

TANGIBLE DEVELOPMENT
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• There are many different levels of public-
private partnership initiatives at many 
levels. Some are:

1. Country/national level
2. Via the United Nations System
3. Cross border corporate coalitions
4. Global conferences, studies and 

workshops
5 Social standards fair trade groups
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5. Social standards, fair trade groups
6. Labels and related monitors mechanisms
7. Socially responsible investment funds

• Governments and companies have begun to 
prioritize the tenuous and fragile link between 
Human Rights, Corruption, Environmental 
Issues and Sustainable Development.

• In recent years there has been an 
unprecedented amount of attention placed on 
finding solutions to Africa’s daunting and 
seemingly insurmountable problems.

• Its not just an academic focus but a human 
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j
response, ranging from individuals to 
international institutions representing all sectors 
of business, beliefs, social backgrounds etc.
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Identify and

Clarify 
context

Consult

with

stakeholders
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findings
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Evaluate

Report

HOW TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE 
GOVERNMENT

• The era of finger-pointing is coming to an end
• There is a shift from thinking that all businesses 

are inherently imperfect and strictly profit drivenare inherently imperfect and strictly profit driven
• Both Governments and Private Corporations 

have a significant role and responsibility to serve 
Public Interests

• In Africa there is a joint quest to correct 
Environmental Degradation Human Rights

6

Environmental Degradation, Human Rights 
Abuse and Eradication of Corruption
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GOVERNMENT
•Governance/rule of law

•Political climate
•Security/conflicts

•Transparency/corruption
•Economic Development/equity

•Overall human rights

CIVIL SOCIETY
•Campaigning

•Advocacy
•Reflecting societies values
•Challenging governments 

businesses 

BUSINESS
•Apply high human rights

and labour standards
•Engage with community
Adopt conflict sensitive

approach
•Avoid corruption
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INDIVIDUAL
•Labour Rights

•Civil and Political Rights
•Economic beneficiaries

• It is important to make sure that those claiming to 
represent particular groups of people, are actually and

ARE YOU TALKING WITH THE RIGHT 
PEOPLE?

represent particular groups of people, are actually and 
legitimately doing so.

• It should not be a narrow range of interests catering for a 
wide constituency

• HOW TO VERIFY LEGITIMACY OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Deal with both those
Gather information

On the local regional
Clarify who they 

Represent Seek guidance from
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Identify full range
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Relative authority
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Collection and
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ENVIRONMENT AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

• In Africa, more than in any other region, the fight against 
poverty is inescapably linked to environmental protection 

d i d t f bl t land improved management of renewable natural 
resources.

• African livelihoods and national economies rely mainly 
on agriculture and on extraction of mineral and biological 
resources, and there are few alternatives or options to 
compensate when these are lost. 

In both rural and urban settings it is the poor who are
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• In both rural and urban settings, it is the poor who are 
most affected by the loss of natural resources and the 
deterioration of environmental services and who are 
most at risk from natural disasters that can be 
aggravated by environmental degradation.

Conclusion

• In light of the existing challenges and 
t iti i Af i E d It l iopportunities in Africa, Europe and Italy in 

particular can be part of the solution by 
looking at Africa as an investment 
destination.
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