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One Laptop per Child

Poverty

One billion people in the world 
today live on less than one dollar 
per day. 

18,000 million children die each 
day due to malnutrition

150 million children – mostly girls 
– have never been to school 



UN Millennium Goal Two: Achieve 
Universal Primary Education

• Sub-Saharan Africa still trails behind other regions, with 
only 70% of children attending school.

• The UN says the number of children not attending school 
is unacceptably high and the true figure is higher as the 
statistics do not reveal how many children attend 
regularly;

• Figures available for countries in areas of conflict where 
school attendance is also likely to be low. 

• Often school is nothing more than rote learning, offering 
no opportunity to develop critical thinking skills

Sometimes the 
riskiest path is 
the status quo.

H
assounah



One Laptop per Child

The Vision

Children lack 
opportunity,

not capability

Access to quality education is essential 
for a fair, equitable, sustainable society. 





MISSION: 
develop 

a low-cost laptop 
that could 

revolutionize 
how we educate 

the world's 
children
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For children to own, take home, and use

Created expressly 
for the world's 
poorest children, 
living in its most 
remote 
environments;

Suitable for all 
children, with utility 
for all families, and 
features that will 
be useful for all 
communities;
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OLPC: five principles

child ownership

low ages

saturation

connection

free and open source

http://wiki.laptop.org/go/Core_principles
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child ownership

I wear my XO like my pair of shoes

low cost, robust & powerful & friendly

designed explicitly for elementary classes

ownership of the XO is a basic right of the child  

mobile school

a portable learning and teaching environment

free use of the laptop at home

14

low ages

I have good XO shoes for a long walk

children don’t need to write or read in order to play with 
the XO 

BUT digital activities will help the acquisition of the 
writing and reading skills

every year a new cohort will be incorporated

every student will keep an individual  journal
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saturation

“digital saturation” in a given population (country, 
region, municipality or village)

As with vaccination a digital saturation implies the continuous 
intervention on the successive cohorts at the proper ages.

whole community will become responsible of the OLPC 
program ;

different communities will grow together.

A healthy education is a vaccination, it 
reaches everybody and protects from 

ignorance and intolerance.
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connection

When we talk together we stay together.

laptops are connected to each other

Internet allows for a “expanded school”

connectivity ensures a dialogue among generations, 
nations and cultures

every language will be spoken in the network
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free and open source

Give me a free and open 
environment and I will learn and 

teach with joy.

child is not just a passive consumer of knowledge, but 
an active participant in a learning community

as the children grow tools should be able to grow with 
them

content is driven locally by the children themselves

child can leverage the learning of every other child 

children are learners and teachers.

18

The Laptop
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Dual Mode Display

Sunlight Readability: Standard laptop 
LCDs aren’t sunlight readable

Low Cost: 1/3 the cost of typical laptop LCD

Power efficient: 0.1–1 Watt power usage 
(7W is typical.)

High Resolution: than 95% of 
laptop screens today

SUNLIGHT READABLE

BRIGHT at NIGHT

20

Human Power Options
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mesh network

802.11s mesh
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Features: Exploring and Expressing

Web browser

eBook reader

Chat

VOIP

Email

Multimedia /Music / 
Video

Games

Word processing

Journal

Wiki

Web server

Graphics

Programming:Logo; 
Etoys 

Multimedia creation
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Looking beyond instruction

expressing

constructing

designing

modelling

imagining

creating

critiquing

debugging

collaborating

learning

24

The Project
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Economics

Developed at MIT, lead by Nicholas Negroponte
Initial and launch: 
− Central government funded

− Single big orders

Subsequently:
− One country supports another 

− “Give one, get one”

− Commercial subsidy

− Micro-philanthropy

− City to City

− US Congress

− EU Funding

26

Partners

United Nations IADB



27

$100 – Laptop price commitment

Price will float based on: currency, memory, nickel, 
cobalt.  As a result of higher prices for raw materials, 
price is higher right now 

Approx $200 in June 2008

$80 target price by 2010

28

Launch countries 

URUGUAY

PERU 

ETHIOPIA

NIGERIA

GHANA

RWANDA

HAITI

Turkey

Mongolia

In discussion with: Argentina, Mexico, Columbia, Bolivia, 
Macedonia, Nepal, Palestinian Territories, and the Central 
American States, Cities and states in America 

Private 
Sector 
Launches
India
Afghanistan
Sri Lanka
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Major Rollouts

Peru:  Because of commitment of the federal 
government and governors at the regional level, one 
million children will have laptops by the end of 2009.

Uruguay: The President has committed to one laptop 
per child by the end of his Presidency in 20 months. 

Haiti:  10,000 laptops are being rolled out in 
conjunction with the Inter-American Development Bank 
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Education and Beyond

• What else could the XO 
be used for?

• A way to communicate 
over long-distances 

• Repository of 
information for 
subsistence farmers

• Access to Health 
Information
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A Movement to 
Educate Children
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